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CHAPTER XVI.

POSITIVE   MORALITY.

OUR investigation into the character of the law under
which the members of the Christian Commonwealth are
called to live has led us to the discovery that in the strict
sense of the word no such law exists, it being characteristic
of this commonwealth that every member of it is a law-
giver to himself. Every Christian, we learn, has a divine
inspiration which dictates to him in all circumstances the
right course of action, which inspiration is the passion of
humanity raised to a high energy by contemplation of
'Christ's character, and by the society of those in whom the
same enthusiasm exists. We cease, therefore, henceforth
to speak of a Christian law, and endeavour instead to
describe in its large outlines the Christian character; that
is to say, the new views, feelings, and habits produced in
the Christian by his guiding enthusiasm.

The tendency and operation of this enthusiasm will be
most clearly apprehended if we consider the way in which
it led those who felt it to regard the current morality of
their time and country, in other words, the Jewish law.
In this law they had been bred; it was their rule of life up
to the time when they awoke to a new life. How, then,
did they regard this system after their regeneration ?

In the first place they regarded it critically,, as some-